Introduced by Council Member Daniels: 

RESOLUTION 2011-733
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE INTERNATIONAL LONGSHOREMEN’S ASSOCIATION LOCAL 1408 ON THE OCCASION OF THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF ITS CHARTERING; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the International Longshoremen’s Association has been a significant part of the Jacksonville economy for more than 75 years and over this time ILA Local 1408 has shared many proud moments and has grown along with the City of Jacksonville; and


WHEREAS, before the association’s charter was granted, dock work was some of the hardest labor and dock workers were among the most discriminated-against in the city, and long shifts (sometimes exceeding 24 hours), no benefits and no guaranteed work hours were common; and


WHEREAS, in 1936 twelve dock workers banded together to form the first united organization of longshoremen in Jacksonville and on January 21, 1936 their dreams came to fruition with the awarding of the charter for Local 1408 of the ILA which in the subsequent years has grown to more than 1,500 working and retired longshoremen, making it one of Northeast Florida’s largest employers; and 


WHEREAS, today the ILA is one of the most viable unions in the United States, acting on behalf of its members at the bargaining table and advocating for the causes of wages, benefits, hours and working conditions of American dock workers; and


WHEREAS, the ILA’s impact on the global economy is significant and the same is true for Local 1408 and the Jacksonville economy, with national and international trade flowing through Jacksonville’s port creating billions of dollars of direct and indirect economic impact and creating tens of thousands of good paying jobs to support the area’s economy; and

WHEREAS, ILA Local 1408 has been well served by its leadership over its first 75 years and by the commitment of its members to provide service second to none, getting the job done quickly and efficiently and keeping commerce moving; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Honoring and commending. The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends International Longshoremen’s Association Local 1408 on the occasion of the 75th anniversary of its chartering and extends to current President Romia Johnson, the members and retirees of Local 1408 the City’s best wishes for continued success and prosperity.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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